MALE, aged 17, admitted to Sanatorium at the beginning of 1919 when the whole of the right vocal cord was ulcerated. Treatment was postponed until October when his general condition was quiescent and he was doing "full grade" in the way of gardening work. Between October, 1920, and the present date he has had six treatments with the galvano-cautery. The right cord is now cicatrizing although a large portion of it has been destroyed. DISCUSSION James Dundas-Grant said. Local cautery treatment for disease of the larynx was not even considered unless the general disease was either arrested or improving. The female patient had been in and out of the sanatorium for a year or two before the cautery was applied. The other two were free from temperature for six and nine months, had good appetites, and were on work grades in the sanatorium. These patients were kept at rest until the temperature had subsided for weeks, and then they were put on to light garden work. Treatment by cautery was applicable to only a few of the cases, because the fact of having tubercle of the larynx meant either that they had an acuter infection than the average, or that their resistance was specially low.
His (the speaker's) statistics (previously published)' showed that the percentage of deaths rose from 15 per cent. in Group I, to non-infiltrating growth invaded the whole length of the left vocal cord. The cord moved freely. No preliminary microscopic examination. Convalescence was retarded by the fact that several pieces of catgut were expectorated and also worked out through the scar. This explains why the cicatrix in the neck is not as thin as usual. Six weeks after operation, a large granulation was seen in the anterior commissure, but this disappeared spontaneously.
Of fifty cases of laryngo-fissure only six have been females.
